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A new anecdote floating around st
up the Ukrainian attitude toward politics:

A man walks into a bar and yells: “/
politicians are scoundis!!!” A guy in
the bar walks up and threatens h
“Watch what you say, little man
“Why,” asks the first man, “Are you
politician?”

“No,” he says, “I'm a scoundrel...”

Truly, politics Ukrainian style is a |
like theatre of the absurd. It's othesai
impossibé to understand how Vicl
Yanukovich now holds the post of pri
minister. Undeniably, people mz
mistakes in life, have their epiphan
and change their ways. At least,
happens to everyday Ivans. But, to |
this out at the highestlevels o
government—s simply criminal. An
mistakes on his part now will impi
countlesspeople. The twice convict
“proffessor” never had and still lacks
moral or legal right to hold this pc
regardless of his political views. Ir
civilized society, this is axiomatic.

The same goes for parliameni
speaker Oleksandr Moroz. Again, not-
withstanding politics or ideology, wt
he and a few from his party did to ti
the speaker’s gavel should have bu
the Socialist party's future, not
mertion his own. But today, there it
surplus of people willing to be dup
Moroz and his party will continue
muscle their way around drinking fr
the government trough. Sadly, pec
will still trade their votes for cheap tric
in red light distri¢s. This is just one
many sad and ugly realities of the tir
in which we live.

When Yuri Lutsenko left the SF
after the démarche by Morohe made
public appearance in which he said
criminal investigation into Yanukovis
remains open. | seareth for the reaso
behind this radical move and hapg
came to one conclusion: Yuri Lutsel
is a decent man. There is a serious di
of decent people in this “fatherlar

(continued on p. 2)
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politics of ours. And the decent invariably loset do the
deviant. Ultimatef, Lutsenko proved that he too, is not
different from the rest. In the end, he still b@eathe ministe
of internal affairs for the “convict” prime ministe

Clearly, not all politicians are scoundrels in ayovern-
ment. It is almost impossible hewer, for a person with
decent aspect to survive. Of this, | am firmly cioced.

In the Diaspora there is no shortage of informatidoou
parliamentary shenanigans or about Asiatic craggner eve
the efforts of the power hungry to maintain theaiippgon the
state’s financial pacifier. Our society is just fdly matured
something Western civilization’s democratic prideg reg-
uire. As unpleasant as this may sound, despité/didan, w
still have low levels of civic consciousness. Mdatonscious-
sness of the sort that obligates one to make dmrsato
volunteer for the community. But of the sort thatnpels on
to vote soberly and refrain from relying upon awmic
human impulses.

It is a pity and it is unpleasant to feel this antmwvarc
Yushchenko. Even today as | write this column amdt sny
eyes, | can still hear half a million voices on thmidar
shouting as one:

Yu-shchen-ko! Yu-shchen-ko!

Not one contemporary politician in the world haset
received so much of their nation’s faith in credihd no othe
politician has lost it so suddenly. Neverthelesg® wmust
continue to support this Yushchenko. Given the femknd o
the Poroshenko-Tymoshenko-Moroz-Yanukovich-andgumni
Taras€hornovils, he remains the embodiment of what isd
for Ukraine. Goodness, however, must stand firalbngside
stately wisdom. In this, Yushchenko is clearlyiag. Lately
the news is like watching a snaterarium. It is fascinatir
but very creepy...

May God bless us all!!!

Fidel Sukhonis publishes the monthly journal “Begis’
in Sicheslav, Dnipropetrovsk.
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Yaroslav Svatko, a well known author fr

, - Lviv, recently publishd his most recent bo

, entitled: “Life on the Edge of Two World:

Svatko himself described the book as a “s

, history of OUN for Dummies” referring to t
ever popular series.

In the book he details the differences betv

the various OUN groups but s#ises that th

all had a greater impact on Ukraine’s fore

presence than today's ministry of foreign af-

fairs. The foundersof OUN, believed the
movement was a crusade free Ukraine fror
oppression and could not confine theork anc
& efforts into one political party.

1 - The book may be ordered directifom the
Halychyna Publishing Association in Lviv (i
011 380 322 76 37 99) or via emall
gvs@mail.lviv.ua It is also available at t
Ukrainian Bookstore in Lviv (tel: 011 380 &
72 16 30) or athe bookstore “Globus” (O:
380 322 74 01 77. It can also be bought in |
from Paul Dzikovskyj (Pavlo@abc.ru).
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News from Branch 8 Bicri3 Boceworo BiAAL"Y

XpHcTa Sanyuska
Chrystia Zalutska

This year, ther were manyimpressiveways to celebrate : " " % :
years olUkrainian independence in Chicago. 1920 : $ -
From August 19-20, Smith Park was the site thE ( « b, 8 9
“Ukrainian Days” festival organized by the localabch o -22/ !
the UCCA, an event that brought di,000 people. Notat o (& ( %
dignitaries at the opening ceremonies includeitinois $ % ' : $ 3
Governor Rod Blagojevich, Lieutenant Governor Patn®, ) 49 ", : 2,
Cook unty Treasurer Maria Pappas, county represen 2 2 + ) '
Manny Florez, Ukraine’§eneral Consul Vasyl Korzacher ; , 6 -2 - 2
as well as all the consulate’s employees. Offigialetings t & 6 2 -
the Ukrainian community were presented by GeneaisQ 89 .6
Korzachenko, Bishop Riché Semeniak, vice president of
lllinois UCCA Bohdan Melnyk, former advisor to Pidsn! 6 2
Ford Mr. Myron Korupas and president of the lllis&iCCA - 2 " ; )"
branch and long time member of ODFFU’s Branch 8, -22/ 4 + 3
Pavlo Bandriwsky. : , +
On August 22, Mayor of Chicago MRichard M. Dail 3 =22/,
organized a celebration of Ukraine’s ™ %nniversary ¢ "8 8- : 4 :
independence at the Chicago Cultural Center. The n 22- 89 ,)" +. .
highlighted parallels between the sistities of Chicago ar 15- " & -
Kyiv. Earlier this year, Mayor Daily and his wifésited Kyiv 8 2 .t
and recalled his impressions from that trip as veall thi 2 8 9 , -
numerous business and cultural relations betweentwlt ' 2
cities. Mayor Daily spoke openly about current dseim 2
Ukraine and althoughJkrainian politics is living throuc . # )
rough times, he remains optimistic about Ukrairfetare. $ ) -
On Independence Day, August ,24he Ukrainia 7" $
community marked the occasitwy raising the Ukrainian fle ' $ " :
over Daily Plaza, the city center of Chicagdeneral Cons ' , 24- : !
Korzachenko together with Mr. Paul Bandriwsky weheml & < ,
the assembled community and city officials. 6 2 2
The celebrations ended with r@ception hosted by t 4 ) .
General Consul of Ukraine at the Ukrainian CultuCante ) %
on August 29. General Consuls of various countviese 2 - - 2
present as well as numerous city and estafficials an 29 .
countless community organizations. % ) & $ )
Independence Day reminds us of the changes Ukt &
witnessed during 15 short years. In spite of pnoislean -
difficulties, Ukraine became a statés- independenc " =15 s "
declared, a constitution ratified and now wébhoes of & v oo —
Orange Revolution. Ukraine will overcomeardships ar $ , 2 & ;
together we will fortify our independence with hanrk. y o ) & .. % 4
The Ukrainian community of Chicago recognizes
challenges of today and is ready to join the effto .
strengthen Ukrainian statehood. " &
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This year we celebrate the €" Anniversary of the
Organization for the Defense of Four Freedoms fc
Ukraine! The banquet will be held on December
2006 at the Parsippany Hilton in New Jersey(One
Hilton Court, Route 10 W, Parsippany, NJ). The hg

telephone number is 973-267-7373. More informatidlh

follow directly from the organizing committee.

This month, we also remember the life of Ste
Bandera, leader of the Organization of Ukrail
Nationalists, who was assassinated on Octoberdd® [y
a Soviet agent. Please ask your local parish tgriesoffe
a prayer for him and other membevho have passed ii
the grace of God. May their memories be eternal.

October 14 is théatronage of the Holy Mother of C
and also marks the Bnniversary of the founding of 1
Ukrainian Insurgent ArmyUPA). Please also ask yt
local parish priests to hold a prayer service Farse whi
gave their life for Ukraine’s liberty.

Finally, ODFFU is organizing a map of our meml
and branches across the United States. We aregaal
members of ODFFU to send a postcémdhe New Yor
office to better assist us in preparing the ODI
membership map. If yourhildren or grandchildren mic
be interested in ODFFU, please send us their askelses
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